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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

- all by appointment only

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK AND 

HOLY COMMUNION
Have your health care team page a Catholic priest if you 

have a family member in hospital needing anointing of the 

sick.

Communion to those homebound is suspended at this time.

For information on Catholic education in our 

community or to reach your local school board 

trustee, contact the Toronto Catholic District School 

Board at 416-222-8282 or www.tcdsb.org.

Schools in the area: 

St. Anselm 416-393-5243

Holy Cross 416-393-5242 

Canadian Martyrs  416-393-5251

St. John XXIII  416-429-4000 
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Faith As Consecration
“Increase Our Faith”. This is the request made

by the disciples of Jesus as featured in today’s

Gospel. This is the request that must be made

daily by all who would be Jesus’ disciples. But,

what is faith? According to the American

Heritage Dictionary, faith is (1) a confident

belief in the truth, value or trustworthiness of a

person, idea or thing; (2) belief that does not

rest on logical proof or material evidence; (3)

belief and trust in God; (4) a body of beliefs.

While these definitions do approach what we

call faith, none clarifies the reality of faith as

God’s gift. For this clarity, believers are invited

to turn, not to dictionaries, but to other

believers.

For our Jewish ancestors, faith meant listening

to God and obediently attending to the ways

and will of God. As the father of those who

believe, Abraham continues to be held forth as

a model of faith to emulate. For the early

Christians and authors, true Christian faith is a

surrender to God in all things, at all times, all

places. “Faith is”, as Thomas Aquinas once

said, “allowing God to work within us”. In the

book “And It was Good: Reflections on

Beginning”, author Madelaine L’Engle insists

that faith consists in the acceptance of

doubts, in working through them, rather than in

repressing them.

Soren Kierkegaard called faith a restless thing.

It is health, but stronger and violent than the

most burning fever. Faith expressly signifies the

deep, strong, blessed restlessness that drives

the believer so that he/she cannot settle down

as rest in this world. Those who settle down

have ceased to be believers because a

believer cannot sit still – a believer travel

forward in faith. Habakkuk knew of the restless,

burning fever of faith, as we see clearly in the

1st reading (Hab. 1:2-3, 2:2-4). Aware that faith

requires constant tending in order to grow and

develop, the author of 2 Timothy (1:6-8, 13-14

2nd reading) calls upon Jesus’ disciples to stir

the flame of faith as one would stir the embers

of a fire in order to keep it burning and

productive.

Lived faith or service is a natural expression of

professed faith. Jesus’ parable in today’s

Gospel (Lk. 17:5-10) challenges all who would

be his disciples to live so as to keep that

expression authentic and obvious. Spiritual

writer Evelyn Underhill (The Fruits of the Spirit,

1949) emphasized this necessary connection

by defining faith as “consecration in overalls”.

It means making faith real in thought, word

and deed. This is the challenge Jesus holds out

today and every day of our lives.

_______________________________________

ALTAR SERVERS

If you think your child would like to be an altar

server drop by the parish office before mass.

No experience necessary.


