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BE LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT...

Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit intfo the
desert for forty days of prayer and
fasting. Are you open to being led by
the Holy Spirit info the life-commitment
God has prepared for you? If God is
calling you to server him, contact:

Fr. Matthew McCarthy,
Archdiocese of Toronto at
416-968-0997, email
vocations@archtoronto.org
www.vocadationstoronto.ca

ON STEWARDSHIP...

What temptations lure us from the path
of discipleship? Possessionse Pride?
Powere Oh Lord, create for us a clean
heart and renew a steadfast spirit within
us!

Phone: 416-696-8427, Fax: 416-696-5287

Online: http://www.stedithstein.ca
Email: bulletin@stedithstein.ca

Rev. Constantin Siarapis
Administrator

INCOME TAX RECEIPTS

Your Income Tax receipts are now ready for
pick up. You are asked to check them
carefully and to bring any errors or omissions to
our aftention immediately.

Thank you for your great generosity to St. Edith
Stein Parish.

HOLY FATHER'S PRAYER INTENTION
FOR MARCH

For victims of abuse

We pray for those who have suffered

harm from members of the Church; may

they find within the Church herself a

concrete response to their pain and

suffering.

PSALM 51

Be merciful. O Lord,
for we have sinned.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

- all by appointment only

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK AND
HOLY COMMUNION

Have your health care team page a Catholic priest if you
have a family member in hospital needing anointing of the
sick.

Communion to those homebound is suspended at this time.

For information on Catholic education in our
community or to reach your local school board
trustee, contact the Toronto Catholic District School
Board at 416-222-8282 or www.tcdsb.org.

Schools in the area:

St. Anselm 416-393-5243
Holy Cross 416-393-5242
Canadian Martyrs  416-393-5251
St. John XXIII 416-429-4000
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And the eyes of them both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked”
(Gen 3:7)

Naked Truth

How easy it is to read the biblical story of
Adam and Eve and their fall from grace
and to lay the burden of guilt for the
human condition upon their shoulders.
How easy it is to misconstrue Paul’'s words to
the Romans (5:12-19) and blame the
disobedience of one man for the
concupiscence, evil and death that all of
us are made to suffer. How easy it is for us
to read the account of Jesus’ being
tempted in the wilderness and diminish his
triumph by reasoning “After all, he was
God, and the tempter is no match for the
Source of all strength and goodness.” But
Lent is not about assigning blame or guilt to
others. Lent is not about diminishing the
struggle against evil that Jesus willingly
accepted as his own for our sake. Lent is
about rediscovering God and uncovering
ourselves before God by setting aside the
fig leaves we’'ve been hiding behind.

In today'’s first reading from Genesis (2:7-9,

First Sunday of Lent
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3:1-7) Adam and Eve are featured as
sewing makeshift garments to wear when
their “eyes were opened” and they
discovered themselves as “naked” before
God and one another. In the verses that
follow  today's first  reading, their
predicament is clearly enunciated. God
has come in search of them. God, who
called creation into being and then called
humankind to be its steward, calls out yet
again “Where are you?”  The sinners’
answer indicts them “l heard... | was
afraid... | was naked... | hid, | ate, | ate”
(3:10-13). As Walter Bruggeman (“Genesis”,
Atlanta: 1982) has explained, their former
attentiveness to God’s call and to God'’s
directives have been relinquished. Now the
preoccupation is “I”. Now the central
focus of life is not God but me. The shift of
Adam and Eve's centre from God to self
thrust them into adult consciousness; they
recognized their sinfulness and feared the
otherness of the divine. Trying to protect
themselves from the reality of these truths,
they hid behind fig leaves. The experience
of Adam and Eve has also become the
experience of each of us. We are Adam;
We are Eve; we have sinned and are
culpable before God. But rather than
succumb to the temptation to hide behind
fig leaves, we can take the fime Lent offers
us — a time in the desert, as it were — to
make sure that the naked truth of who we
are can be acknowledged before God
and fransformed by grace.

What fig leaves do we hide behind in our
lives? What are those things that we must
change or surrender in order to be clothed
again with the white garment of renewed
baptismal grace at Easter?
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