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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

- all by appointment only

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK AND 

HOLY COMMUNION
Have your health care team page a Catholic priest if you 

have a family member in hospital needing anointing of the 

sick.

Communion to those homebound is suspended at this time.

For information on Catholic education in our 

community or to reach your local school board 

trustee, contact the Toronto Catholic District School 

Board at 416-222-8282 or www.tcdsb.org.

Schools in the area: 

St. Anselm 416-393-5243

Holy Cross 416-393-5242 

Canadian Martyrs  416-393-5251

St. John XXIII  416-429-4000 
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“…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you…”

The Gift Of An Agenda
Do you remember Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s “I’ve been to the Mountaintop”
speech delivered at the Mason Temple
in Memphis, Tenn., on April 3, 1968, the
day before he was assassinated? King’s
speech resonated with a hope and
conviction that a new day was about to
dawn, and with it new assurances of
civil rights for African Americans. Five
years earlier in another of his
memorable and moving speeches, King
had described what he had envisioned
on the mountain top. “I have a dream”,
shared King, “that my four children will
one day live in a nation where they will
not be judged by the color of their skin
but by the content of their character…”
(August 28, 1963).

King’s dream and his mountaintop vision
would have remained just that except
for the fact that he came down from
the mountain and marched the streets
of Selma, Atlanta, Washington, etc. in

order that his visions and dreams be
realized. Today’s feast of Jesus’

ascension challenges believers to do
likewise. Although the disciples of Jesus
may have been tempted to remain in
the relative safety of the mountain in
order to preserve the experience of the
nearness of Jesus, that was not to be.
As Jesus instructed, they were to be his
witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout
Judea and Samaria and even to the
ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-11, 1st
reading). With Jesus’ own authority,
they were to make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing and teaching them,
all the while assured of the presence of
Jesus (Mt 28:16-20, Gospel)… all the
while compelled by the hope and
inspired by God’s wisdom and insight
(Ephesians, 1:17-23, 2nd reading).

Nowhere did Jesus say that his disciples
should stand off at a safe distance and
critique the world. On the contrary,
following his lead, Jesus’ followers were
directed to immerse themselves in the
world, making its burdens their own, its
suffering theirs to alleviate. Today,
Jesus’ disciples are to do likewise.

Mountaintop experiences are
necessary, of course. Mountaintops are
places where visions are born and fed.
Mountaintops, both real and virtual, are
places where discussions take place,
where committees are formed, where
agendas are made. But the best-laid

plans are of no avail unless believers are
willing to go down from the mountain
and realize their visions and dreams by
translating words into works, decisions
into deeds, and proposed goals into
achievements.
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